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                                                4	E.g.	(Duckworth	2016;	Greitens	2015;	Wicks	2010).		5	Tournier	suggests	that	this,	his	twentieth	book	written	in	his	eighties,	is	the	culmination	of	many	years	of	personal	experience,	study,	and	listening	to	others’	experiences	(1982:1).	6	Tournier	lists,	among	many	others,	Alexander	the	Great,	Julius	Caesar,	Louis	XIV,	George	Washington,	Napoleon,	Queen	Victoria,	Hitler,	and	Stalin	(1982:2)	as	well	as	creative	individuals	such	as	Bach,	Camus,	Kipling,	Dante,	Tolstoy,	Voltaire,	and	Dostoyevsky	(1982:13).	Tournier’s	own	experiences	as	an	orphan	seem	to	shape	his	viewpoint	(1982:3).	Significant	for	this	project,	I	would	add	Paul	Ricoeur,	who	also	was	an	orphan,	to	this	list.	
13	
individuals	in	history	(1982:2)?	Certainly,	the	answer	is	relevant	to	gaining	insight	into	resilience.		Tournier’s	discussion	begs	another	question,	however:	In	what	sense	is	the	deprivation	of	the	orphan	the	same	or	different	than	other	forms	of	deprivation?7	Tournier	concludes	that	the	deprivation	of	an	orphan	is	but	an	intensified	form	of	the	deprivation	and	finitude	which	is	the	common	lot	of	humanity	(1982:10);	the	orphan	is	“simply	a	special	case	of	the	countless	sufferings	of	life”	(1982:12).	While	being	careful	not	to	justify	experiences	of	suffering—even	proposing	that	it	is	“especially	dangerous	and	repellant	if	[one]	suggests	that	the	relationship	is	one	of	cause	and	effect,	or	that	suffering	has	didactic	value”	(1982:20)—Tournier	nonetheless	suggests	that	there	can	be	some	benefits	associated	with	deprivation,	including	increased	creativity	(1982:14–21).	He	notes	that	it	is	“revolting”	to	consider	glorifying	suffering	or	pursuing	it	for	supposed	benefits	(1982:20),	but	he	also	suggests	that	scholars	often	do	not	address	the	“serious	question”	of	this	supposed	correlation	(1982:20–21).	This,	in	one	sense,	is	a	question	at	the	heart	of	resilience:	Can	an	individual	‘bounce	back’	from	adversity?		Tournier’s	account,	taken	as	a	whole,	creates	a	problematic	for	a	common	narrative	told	in	Western	society	today.8	Provide	all	of	the	ingredient	necessary	for	flourishing,	we	are	told,	and	the	best,	most	productive	and	well-developed	citizens	will	be	the	result.	This	narrative,	often	coinciding	with	what	is	called	‘resilience,’	is	challenged	by	Tournier’s	remarks.9	What	if	the	narrative	of	resilience	being	espoused	in	modern	Western	culture	is,	in	fact,	mistaken?	Is	this	narrative	too	simple?	Does	our	understanding	of	what	it	means	to	ultimately	flourish,	and	the	path	to	arrive	at	this	flourishing,	need	to	be	re-evaluated,	or	even	re-envisioned?		


























                                                15	Cf.	(2007:436).	
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disciplines	to	display	“how	well	complex	systems	anticipate,	adapt,	recover,	and	learn	in	the	context	of	major	threats,	surprises,	and	disasters”	(Masten	2014:7).		As	an	indicator	of	the	recent	surge	in	scholarly	work	in	the	area	of	resilience,	an	EBSCO	search	for	“resilien*”	in	the	title	of	articles	in	peer	reviewed	journals	published	between	January	2000-	November	2014	revealed	10,283	articles.	This	“irrepressible	surge	in	usage	of	the	term	resilience	within	scholarly	literature	over	the	past	two	decades”	shows	“that	resilience	is	a	‘meme’	or	conceptual	unit	capable	of	‘extraordinary	replication’”	(Panter-Brick	2014:438).16		What	is	so	attractive	about	resilience?	Certainly,	the	concept	itself,	in	various	forms,	is	as	old	as	the	human	race.	But	perhaps	the	idea	of	being	‘resilient’	speaks	to	a	particular	need	in	society	today,	or	even	to	a	longing	more	central	to	human	beings?		A	number	of	factors	are	involved	in	the	rapid	increase	in	the	usage	of	this	term,	but	some	scholars	suggest	that,	in	particular,	it	is	a	“response	to	a	generalized	contemporary	sense	of	uncertainty	and	insecurity	and	a	search	for	formulas	for	adaptation	and	survival”	(Christopherson,	Michie,	and	Tyler	2010).	Certainly,	in	the	post-9/11	world	of	political	instability	more	uncertainty	exists	than	in	many	previous	eras.		Other	scholars	suggest	that	recent	interest	in	resilience	is	due	to	a	rejection	of	the	idea	that	a	negative	outcome	necessarily	follows	adversity	(Yehuda	and	Flory	2007:435–36).	This	may	be	linked	to	cultural	narratives	of	autonomy	and	independence.	Indeed,	the	thought	that	individuals	may	be	able	to	overcome	negative	environmental	circumstances	to	thrive	is	indeed	a	compelling	narrative.		Thus,	many	in	the	social	sciences	see	resilience	“as	a	counter-narrative	to	discourses	of	vulnerability	and	social	suffering”	(Panter-Brick	2014:439).17	This	understanding	of	resilience	has	ideological	implications	as	well:	resilience	offers	“a	powerful	narrative,	embraced	by	the	political	discourse	of	the	left,	which	endorses	civil	society,	and	by	the	













                                                21	This	claim	in	itself	is	counter	to	most	modern	Western	conceptions	of	human	existence	that	expect	a	life	of	easy	flourishing	as	the	norm.	22	See,	for	instance,	(Castelo	2012;	Stump	2012;	Swinton	2007).	23	For	this	insight,	I	am	indebted	to	Warren	Kinghorn.	
24	
past	will	never	exist	again,	but	it	may	be	transformed	and	redeemed.	A	better	metaphor	for	human	resilience,	therefore,	is	needed.		Furthermore,	we	should	not	regard	resilience	as	independent	“white	knuckled”	determination;	rather,	we	ought	to	see	it	in	light	of	a	receipt	of	the	self	from	the	Other	through	relational	dependence.	Resilience,	then,	must	be	understood	as	a	result	of	giving	and	receiving,	seen	clearly	through	the	receipt	of	a	new	perspective.	Resilience	in	a	world	of	suffering	and	evil	necessitates	a	‘re-seeing’	of	that	world	through	the	lens	of	the	Gospel.	Thus,	resilience	may	be	created	and	sustained	through	gaining	a	meaningful	perspective	that	presents	the	hope	that	the	world	will	not	always	be	as	it	currently	is.		This	is	not	merely	a	new	perspective,	but	also	a	new	identity	formed	in	relation	to	the	God	of	the	Gospel.	In	essence,	the	Gospel	must	project	a	new	way	of	being-in-the-world	before	we	can	step	into	its	actuality.			This	vision	of	resilience	in	the	light	of	the	Christian	Gospel	is	both	like	and	unlike	previous	understandings	of	Christian	response	to	adversity.	Others	throughout	history	have	addressed	difficulty	in	view	of	the	Gospel,24	including	several	recent	studies	that	highlight	biblical	emphases	significant	for	resilience	(Allain-Chapman	2012;	Ford	2007;	Shooter	2012;	Stump	2012).25	In	this	study,	however,	I	seek	to	supplement	this	body	of	literature	with	assessment	of	the	theological	and	philosophical	foundations	of	resilience.26	The	emphasis	of	this	project	is	most	clearly	evident	in	its	engagement	with	science	and	focus	upon	the	narrative	theory	and	philosophical	anthropology	of	Paul	Ricoeur.	This	project,	then,	will	be	in	continuity	with	previous	efforts,	but	will	also	differ	in	its	emphases	and	methodology.				














































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































                                                9	‘I	am	a	survivor	on	borrowed	time.	But	not	wholly.	I	present	my	spirit	to	God	for	
others.	This	bond,	this	giving	has	its	meaning	beyond	me	and	a	sense	hidden	there	to	which	God	may	make	me	a	partner	in	a	way	that	I	cannot	imagine’	(my	translation).	
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